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(_Einstein: His Life and Universe al

The Swabian

He was slow in leamming bow to talk. "My
parents were so worried,” he later recalled, “that
they consulted a doctor.” Even after he had begun
using words, sometime after the age of 2, he
developed a quirk that prompted the family maid
to dub him “der Depperte,” the dopey one, and
others in his family to label him as “almost

" Wh r he had thing to say,
—_— he would try it out on himself, whispering it softly —1
until it sounded good enough to pronounce aloud.
iy “Every sentence he uttered,” his worshipful HOME
g younger sister recalled, “no matter how routine,
he repeated to himself softly, moving his lips.® It ——

was all very worrying. she said. “He had such ‘
difficulty with language that those around him
feared he would never learn.”

His slow development was combined with a NEXT
cheeky rebelliousness toward authority, which led paoe
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